ANOTHER PROJECT WHERE

CREGO'S SLUMPROK

WAS UTILIZED

TO ACHIEVE FINISHED WALL SURFACES IN ONE CONSTRUCTION
PROCESS, WITH ADDED DIVIDENDS OF PLEASING APPEARANCE, RUSTIC
TEXTURE, FIRE RESISTANCE, AND - - - -, ALL AT REASONABLE COST!

RIO RANCHO

_

SHOPPING CENTER & OFFICE BUILDING _
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_
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IN T HIS ISSUE:
Ra lph Wa rburton, A lA, A lP,
Hon. AI D was one of seve ral guest
spe akers at the Rocky Mou nta in Ca liforn ia Sout h Bi-R egiona l Con ference of the American Institute
of Interior Designers held in Santa
Fe th is post April. He chose as his
subject, " A New Emphasis in Interior Design;" his address is presented
here, beginning on poge 2 J•
Until July I st, Mr . Warburton
was Special Assista nt for Urban Design for the U. S. Depa rtment of
Housing and Urban Development,
Wash ington, D. C. He now joins the
Univers ity of Miami, Coral Gables,
Florida, a s professor and chairman
of the Deportment of Architecture
and Architectural Engineering. He
rece ived a Bachelor of Architecture
degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He received
Ma ster of Arch itecture and Master
of City Planning degrees, and the
William E. Parsons Medal in Urban
Design from Yale University. Mr.
Warburton has served as an urban
development consultant to the government of Iran and, prio r to assuming his HUD responsi bilities
in 1967, he was Associate a nd
Chief of Planning with Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill, ArchitectsPlanners - Engineers of
Ch icago.
Author of over 50 professional articles, Mr . Warburton was associate
author of the award-winning book,
" Ma n- Made America: Chaos o r
Control?", publ ished in 1963; guest
edito r of the 1968 special issue of
the Journal of the Franklin Institute, "New Concepts in Urban
Transportotion Systems"; and editor
of the 600 poge volume, "Housing
Systems Proposals for Operation
Breakthrough", and of "Focus on
Furniture", both published in 1971.
In the next issue of NMA more
from that AID Conference. The inte rior design students from the University of Northern Arizona presented a provocat ive and challenging
program. Watch for it in NMA.

N. M. A News

9
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Now AAF helps you get better air

...with a better look.

for over 50 years - - from 1921

installed & serviced by

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY
of ALBUQUERQUE
(505) 344-3467
2840 LOS ARBOLES AVE., N. E. 87107

American Air Filter's new
exclusive facade system - - - -

JAMES & COOKE, INC.
Albuquerque

EI Palo

OUR 34TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HAN lEY I S and the
COLOR ......

g~J.hP.

,~ NEWWORlD
~.

Of

COLOR

ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS
FOR BEAUTY AND
PROTECTION

DEDICATED TO QUALITY
AND SERVICE

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR
COROBAN

ALBUQUERQUE GRAVEL
PRODUCTS COMPANY

600 JOHN ST. Sf
4

TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR
PROTECTION - FUNCTION
AND BEAUTY.

HANLEY PAINT MFG. CO., INC.
EL PASO, TEXAS
PH. 532-6921
PH. 755-3353
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ALBUQUERQUE
NEW MEXICO
PH. 265-1 524

The advantages
of genuine
clay roofing tile
are not
as simple as
black and white

FRO
CO CEPIIO
CO PLElIO

Consultation
Planning
DeSign
Layout

In this ad we can't possibly
show you one of the most
important advantages of
genuine clay tile. Because to
do so, we'd need color. So if
you r d like to see for yourself

Modern classroom seating has been
cre dited for providing a better
atmosphere for concentration , and so
8 more effic ient m e ans of learn in g .
Un ivers ity Book Store provides
th is atmosphere in streaml ined
seating by Grigg s . Posture· perfect
contoured seats sport a spacious work
area and storage rack undern eath .
The bright, cheerful colors are a re al
c o m p le m e n t to any color schem e .

Architects use our design consultation services lor:
Science Labs / DHices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
libraries / Auditorium Seating / Home Economics
Labs / Gymnasiums

UNIVERSITY 800K STORE
LLiED SUPPLY CO.
2 122 Centra l . SE
P hone 243 ·1 7 76
A lbu querque . N . M .

just what a difference there is
in the variety of permanent
colors of San Valle roofing t ile,
write and ask to be included on
the mailing list for our monthly,
full-color postcard series.

San~lIe TIL~'~'~LNS
1717 N. Highland Ave., Los Angeles, Californ ia 90028
Phone: (2 13) 464 ·7289
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UNISTRUT
NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING
.IIIt. SfllUT

movable partitions
wire mesh partitions

IRRORS, STAINED GLASS,
ALU INUM DOORS &, WINDOWS,
STOREFRONT &, WINDOW WALLS

toilet partitions
steel shelving and racks
4820 PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY, N.E• • P.O. OX 3128
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110
PHONE 505 345-2405

NO JOB TOO LA RGE-OR TOO SMA LL

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN ROOFING
AND SHEET METAL

GOODRICH ROOFING IN
ALBUQUERQUE FOR GOOD ...
OUR CREDENTI A LS .. . THOUSANDS OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

FREE ESTIMATES

FEATHERLITE BUILDING
PRODUCTS CO. EI Poso, Tex.
CREGO BLOCK CO.,
Albuquerque, N. M.
EMPIRE BLOCK CO.,

Santo Fe, N. M.

6

I (505 ) 345-1854 I

*
FEATHERLITE TILE CO.,
Lubbock, .Texos

3402 Stanford Drive, N. E.

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Hap piness is having a good roof by Goodrich
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New double-insulated
Dyzone roof deck
is self-venting

layer of seam less, perma nent
O ZOonn olitop,te ali ghtweight
insulatin g concrete
that can be sloped to drain easily and economically, so leak-making puddl es and ponds don't
stay on the deck.
~

Call BILL SUTTON , yaur architectural
pa int representati ve far serv ice.

WELLBORN PAINT MFG. CO.
2 15 ROSSMOOR RD. S. W. ALB UQUERQUE
Ph one 877 -5050

Bel ow , D yfoa m Ventboard. It's composed of
U D yfoa m expanded polystyrene boards sandwiched between laminating material. The insulating concret e combined with Dyfoam Ventboard
gives you economical U values down to .03.
~

flowers
are delicate things.

Vents are built right into the Dyfoam Vent~ board. Water vap or p asses through the lamin atin g ma terial i n to the v ents, and is ch a n n eled
out to the edges of the ro of.

That's Why So
Many Greenhouses
are Heated With
Natural Gas.

No joints, no tape, no adhesives, no vapor
barrier are needed with the new Dyzone roof
d eck . A thin slurry of Zon olite insulating concrete serves as the bondin g agent between d eck
and struct ur e.

Wo ter vopor is one by-product of gas heat. Corban dioxide
(whic h we ex ha le) is the other. A nd house p la nt s need both to
thrive and g row. G reen house o pe rators have kn ow n abo ut the
b enef it s of gas hea t f or years. They are a lso ple ase d tha t gas
heats for a f rccr icn o f electricity's cost .
Heat that's good for flowers is good fo r peop le. Better for
peop le, in fact, because ce ntral ga s he a tin g f ilters out the lint
a nd dust that are a natural port of the a ir in every room . Wh ic h
are th ings that dispersed electric res istance heating certainly
can 't do !
M ore tha n that, gas heat g ives you the best in all -ove r warmth ,
fl oor to ceiling and w all to wall. You'll revel in the comfort of
gas heat. And your hous e p la nts w ill thrive in it.
If

~'ou want the job done right

S OU T H E R N UNION

6..

Zonolite roof decks can only be applied b y
applicators we have trained and approved. U pon
completion, the d eck s a r e certified to meet sp ecifications.

Gentlemen: Economical Insulati on down to U .031 Certified! Versatil e! No messing around with join ts, tape, glue or
vapor barriers ! Please send me complete inf ormation
and specifications on DYZONE roof decks right away.
NAM E

_

do it with gas.

GAS COMPAN Y
NMA July-August, 1972
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the WORRY FREE ALL CONCRETE BUILDING
The new Los Altos twin theatres in Albuquerque feature 8' x 12" deep prestressed
concrete twin tee roof and walls with spans
up to 35 feet.
The 138' x 72' building has approximately
ARCHITECT--KRUGER

10,000 square feet of roof members and 7,000
square feet of wall sections, giving lasting
strength and maximum fire resistance.
Also furnished were precast columns,
beams and facia panels.

& LAKE

PRESTRESSED' :.
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.

CONTRACTOR--NATION CONSTRUCTION CO.
OWNER--COMMONWEALTH THEATRES

1304 Menaul Blvd. N. E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87105

this office has practically no heating expense
most of the heat is provided by light!

(50 5 ) 345-2536

...

Today, heat recovered from fluorescent luminaires is a ~ac
tical working reality in hundreds of installations throughout
the country. During the times when modem, well-ligltted
buildings are occupied, Heat-With-Light delivers free comfort heating energy at savings of thousands of dollars I

Contact us today for complete details on applying the Heat-With-Light system for your
next building.

Of the total energy input to a fluorescent lamp, 80% of the
energy is released in the form of heat. Knowing this, it became a simple matter to design a duct-fan system, to move
air through luminaires, picking up surplus heat and moving
it out to warm a space. In summer, the same system moves
the heat outdoors, taking an enormous load off air conditioning equipment.

Consumer Services Department

8

Public Service Company of New Mexico
Telephane: 842-1331
Post Office Box 2267

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103
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The

ew Mexico Society of Architects

Announces Second Honor Awards Program
In ord er to recognize distinguished accomplishment s in the architecture produced by its memb ers,
the New Mexico Society of Architects announces its second Hon or
Awards Program.
Awards will be given for commissions or projects which have
been compl eted betw een January
1, 1970 and July 1, 1972. Eligibl e
"commissions " or "projects" include three areas of architectural
interest:
1) N ew buildings or struc tures,
and th e remodeling of existing
buildings or st ruct ures;
2) Historic Preser vation or
Restoration ;
3) Environmental Planning
Projects

Th e latt er cat egory includes all
planning projects which wer e undertaken by archit ectural offices
and which were actually complet ed upon the submittal of a bound
report and/ or drawings.

\

'1

.4 1970 winner.
Los Alamos Main Exchange Complex,
Mountain Bell. Ferguson , Stevens,
Mallory and Pearl-A7'chitects

Projects or buildings will be submitted on 35mm transparent slides
prepared to ad equately describ e
the project. Th e scope and number of the slides shall be left
up to the firm submitting. The

slides will be sent to the awards
committee in a Kodak Carousel
container in proper ord er with
each slide bearin g a sequential
number. Do not submit more than
one project per Carou sel. All slides
and Carou sels will be returned .
lides or photographs must show
the complete stru cture and its relation to the environment. Slides
of the int erior shou ld be included, along with site, floor plan and
section as need ed to explain the
solution. A bri ef written program
and/or project explanation should
accompany the slides.
Remod eling and Historic Preservation entries must be accom panied by full "before" and "after"
documentation .
Planning project entries must includ e one copy of the final bound
report and any additional information to better explain the "planning" proposals.
NOTE: th e design er will have
to SELL the fury.

The jury cannot be called upon
to guess the int entions of the archit ects . Further, it must be stress ed that no project is to be judged
in competition with other entries.
Rather, the jury is to evaluate
each entry on its own merit.
It must be und erstood that the
New Mexico Society of Architects ,
the Awards Committee, nor the
jury can be responsible for loss or
damage to any entry. Therefore,
each entrant is encouraged to insure his own entry material.
T he judges will be instructed to
make one le vel of award only l-IOIlOr Auxird.

While no limit is to be placed
upon the number of Honor Awards
to be given, it is outstanding and
significant archit ecture, histori c
preservation, or planning concepts
which ar e to be so honored. Further, the judges have the duty to
make no awards when, in their
NMA July·August, 1972

opinion , no project is worthy of
this high honor.
Through this Honor Awards
Program, the Society wishes to
bring public attention to the vast
scope or work, and the rich variety of resu lts that are produced
by the architectural profession of
ew Mexico.
Entry is open to all members
of the ew Mexico Society of Archit ects. While the completed
structure or planning project need
not be located in New Mexico
the execution of the commissio~
must have been undertaken in
New Mexico architectural offices,
and all entries must so stipulate.

An ent ry fee of $10.00 must accom patuj each entry.
All architectural and consultant
credits must be placed in a sealed
envelope and securelv attached to
.
each entry.
Deadline for receipt of entrv
submittals is November 1, 1972..
Send or del iver entries to:
George C. Pearl, Chairman
115 Amherst, S.E.,
Albuquerque, N. M. 87106

AlA CLAIMS U. S.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT
ON NATIONAL
GROWTH ADVOCATES
"NO POLICY"
WASHINGTON, D. G, June 7,
1972--The American Institute of
Architects said today President
Nixon's 1972 Report on National
Growth advocates "no policy and
this is unacceptable" at a time
when the country desperately
needs national policies to guide
growth.
Members of the Institute's Nationa l Policy Task Force told a
Congressional committee that they
found the President's report a
"clear reversal of his earlier bold
statement" calling for the development of a national growth policy
in his first State of the Union address.
Archibald C. Rogers , FAlA, Institute vice-president and chai r-

9

man of its National Policy Task
Force, said: "We feel the first report of our National Policy Task
Force addresses itself more forcefully and squarely to the issues
of growth in this country rather
than the President's na tional growth rep ort." (AlA's National Policy Task Force was set up two
years ago and charged with the
same objectives as Congress charged the President. )
The Wall Street Journal in
March commented on the President's report in a story headlined:
"Nixon Declines to Offer an Urban
Growth Policy in Report to Congress ." The story said Nixon sent
a report on na tional growth policy
that played down the need for
such a policy and ignored intraadministration pleas by Housing
and Urban Development Secretary George Romney for urban policy initiatives.
The President's report states:
"There is no place in our country
for any policy which arbitrarily
dic tates where and how our citizens will live and work and spend
their leisure time. Our plans for
national growth must rather seek
to help individual Americans develop their unique potentials and
achieve their personal goals."
Rogers told the subcommittee
that Nixon's report "does not address itself to the concerns of Congress as expressed in Title VII of
the 1970 I-lousing and Urban Development Act."
That Act, Public Law 91-609,

directs the President to prepare a
biennial report to Congress on national growth problems. More importantly, Rogers says, it directs
the President "to recommend policies on urban growth and means
to implement such policies ."
Spea king to specifics in the report, Rogers commented that the
President's Growth Report points
to Administration proposals for
sharing federal revenue with state
and local governments as increasing their ability to deal with
growth problems.
"We believe that the concept of
revenue sharing is valid, but the
Adm inistration ignores the basic issue of local governmental reform.
Pumping money into fragmented
local governmental units without
some powerful incentives for reforms can only further entrench
unacceptable governmental arrangements at the metropolitan level."
On another point, Rogers charged that "Congress and the nation
have been shortchanged in the ad ministration and implementation of
the New Communities program."
The President's report notes
that new communities will serve
"the objective of orderly growth
within metropolitan areas by offering the promise of innovative,
well-planned development," and
that they would "set a standard
of excellence in planning, conservation housing balance, education,
health and community participation."
But Rogers said, of the five maj-

or forms of assistance for new community development authorized
by Congress, the Administration
has implemented only one, the
mortgage guarantee program.
In addition, the staff to administer this program has been inadequate from the start, he said, and
now when the 1972 federal budget
calls for the approval of 14 new
community developments (doubling the 1971 level) the staff has
been reduced.

AlA NATIONAL
CONVENTION ADOPTS
POLICY STATEMENT
De legates to the 1972 na tional
convention of the American Institute of Architects voted nearly unanimously to accept the recommendations of the Institute's National Policy Task Force. The
program calls for new public policies to change the "ground rules"
that shape, or distort the shape,
of American communities; creation
of a new scale for planning and
building in urban areas, and a national commitment to a major land
acquisition policy to guide development in and around key urban
centers.
Th e full National Policy Task
Force statement was bound into
the March-April 1972 issue of New
Mexico Architecture and is available from the editorial offices of
NMA, P. O. Box 935, Santa Fe ,
New Mexico 87501.
(More news on page 20)

ServinfJ the architecturaL
profeHion - - - - - profeHionaLLlj!
SANTA FE BUILDERS SUPPLY
SAN TA FE

10
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Contin uing Heritage ... -

T h e Cultural P roperties of N ew M exico
The finest hous e of the 19th century in southe rn
New Mexico was owned by the merchant and rancher estor Armijo. Earliest reference to the propert y
occurs in 1853 when the plat was filed for Block 18
of the Las Cruces town site. On February 9, 1867
one lot with a house was sold by Mariano Sanm aniego to John Barn castle for $160. Having acquired
the adjoining lot ( August 17, 1866 ) from Benjamin
Harrov er, Bamcastle sold both properti es on Ju ly 24,
1868 to Maricita Daily for $2000. Nine years later
( ovember 24, 1877 ) Maricita, now Mrs. D. B. Rey,
sold the pr operty to Mr. Armijo for $4050. As this
pri ce is high for that period , one assumes that a
building of some size existed on the land. Family
tradition says that Mr. Armijo enlarged the house
and added a second stor y, an explanation that seems
quite likely in view of the building's structural arran gement.
At its apogee the Armijo establishment consisted
of four sepa ra te sections : the two-story residence
which only cont ained parlors and bedrooms, an ellshaped building with flat roof situated on the front
( northwest ) corner of the lot that housed the dining room and kitchens, a two-story bam with outbuildings around a corral, and a large patio-cent ered
service structure on the opposite ( north ) side of
Lohman Street. In this last edifice were quartered
hou se servants as well as overseers and ran ch hands
from the family ranch at Tr es Ritos when they came
into Las Cruces on bu siness; it also contained store
rooms for merchandise carted into the area by the
owner's wagon train s. An irrigation dit ch bounded
the propert y on the south and east sides and wat ered
orchards ; to the west were the grounds of Loretto
Convent. Much of the south portion of Armijo property is now occupi ed by a new and very modern
shopping cent er.
Th e bam and corral, which were surrounde d by
a- high adobe wall, were demolish ed in the 1920's;
the servic e building across Lohman Street disappear ed in the fifties; and the dinin g room building
was somewha t redu ced in size in the thirties when
Lohman Street was widened. At that time a new
adobe front was constructed severa l feet inside the
original facad e which was then demolished. Th e
main hou se, however, is almost unchanged.
As enlarged by the Armijos, the mansion consisted of six bedrooms on the ground floor and a larg e
center hall running the full fifty-six foot depth of the
building. Th e second floor contained two parlors,
another hall, and a larg e storage room over the rear
two-thirds of the structure . At some point a monument al brass bed with a canopy ten-feet high and
mad e in Engl and was acq uired from relatives living in Chihuahua. When it was discovered that the
bed would not fit any of the ground floor bedrooms,
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Mr. Armijo had th e ceilings of the upstairs parlors
heightened by means of wood en cloister vaults. At
that time one of the parlors was reassigned as th e
master bed room. Th e only remaini ng fireplace in
th e residence, in act uality a coal grate wit h a handsome wood en mantel piece, is in this bedroo m. Undo ubted ly, however, traditional adobe fireplaces orig-
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Fireplace Detail

inally existed in th e ground floor rooms, but th ese
were probab ly removed when more efficient iron
stoves could be transported int o th e valley by th e
railr oad after 1882.
Fa mily trad ition ascribes th e construction of th e
rear section of th e house to th e Bradford Daily family which own ed the property between 1868 and 1877.
Consisting of four rooms arranged about a ten-foot
wid e center hall, th e plan of this section was somewhat similar to that of the Grig gs hous e built in 1869
a few miles away in Old Mesilla. Such a symmetrical arrangement with rooms pla ced in tandem, one
behind th e oth er on eithe r side of a hall , is markedly diff erent from the additive plan of early New
Mexican houses which strung a series of single rooms
along an axis or around a central courtyard. Similarly, fairly exact right angl e comers, a balanced placement of windows and doors , and uniformity of window sizes diff ers from th e picturesque irregularity
of most early structures of the area. The major dimensions were obviously figur ed in feet rather than
varas, th e colonial measure of approximately 33
inch es.
Th e Armijo addition on the front is wider than the
early structure but it continued the center hall. The
new room s are each three-feet wid er than those behind th em and th eir walls are three-feet thick instead
of th e two-feet used elsewhere in the house. The
adobe wall s of th e second floor addition, which contain ed th e parlors, are eighteen inch es thick. Two-story
verandahs with elaborate jigsaw trim were also added
on th e front ( north) and east sides of th e new wing.
Th e stair to the second floor is awkwardly squeezed
into th e spac e betw een th e main entrance and a
door to one of th e front bedrooms. Much more usual and architecturally attractive would hav e been a
NMA July-August, 1972
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Nestor Armijo
Bom in Los Padillas, a village near Albuquerqu e, in 1831. Armi jo moved to Las Cruces in
1862 and opened a general store. In addition to
the store, he had banking int erests in Las Cruces
and El Paso, and owned a ranch in the Stat e of
Chihuahua, Mexico, as well as the large Tres
Ritos Ranch, north of La Luz, New Mexico. He
died in 1911 at the age of eight y.
16
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position fur the r back in the hall , but since the rear
portion of the house was alrea dy built without a
second floor, the stair had to be fitt ed into the addition as best it could.
Throughout the house, rooms are spanned by
squared beams cut in a saw mill. They contrast with
the round and frequ entl y crooked oigas of cottonwood whi ch were more common in the Las Cruces
area where straight timb ers were difficult to find.
Since the house was constructed before the coming
of the railro ad , it is improbable that the timb ers
were imported from a great distance. Th e most likely
sourc e would have been the west slope of the Sierra
Blanca Mountains where Blazer's Mill had been established as early as the 1860's on the Mescalero
Apache Reservation. Thi s mill was not far from Tr es
Ritos, the extensive Armijo Ranch.
As arranged by estor Armijo the mansion has
changed but littl e. Soon after his death in 1911 the
establishment was divid ed betwee n two granddaugh-

te rs, Mr s, Joseph ine Gallagher, who had a large family, took the two-story house while her sister, Mrs.
Gertrude Ascarat e, occupi ed the former diningkitchen building. At that time an adobe wall between
two ground floor rooms of the main residence were
removed to creat e a living-dining area, a date attested to by the dark oak woodwork so fashionable
at that time. Some adjustment betw een rooms numbered 2 and 3 on the plan was also mad e to create
a new kitchen and pantry.
Th e patio-cent ered service building across the
street, always referr ed to as the "meson," stood until
1959. Although built in the Territorial era after the
ann exation of New Mexico, this structure follows
the colonial plan: a single file of rooms strung around
a center placito. Entrance to this courtyard was
gained through a larg e double gat e wide enough
to dri ve a wagon through. Old photographs show
the service building to have had simple Territorial
lintels of wood and windows with small panes, an-
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The "meson."

other indica tion of a date before 1882 when the railroad began to freight in larger pan es of glass. Most
of the rooms were interconnecting though not all
interior openings had doors. As in so many early
New Mexican buildings, the openings could be closed
with a blanket or animal skin. Th e most distinctive
architectural featur e of this building, however, wer e
the stone canales, wat er spouts which threw rain
wat er clear of the adobe walls. While wooden or
metal canales are common in New Mexico, those
mad e of stone are unknown. Cut from a soft, yellow
limestone found near Chihuahua, Mexico, it seems
certain that these objects were imported from that
area ; their presence in Las Cru ces is easily explained
by the active commercial ties that the Armijo family maintained with Old Mexico.
estor Armijo was the oldest of four brothers
who played promin ent roles in the life of Territorial New Mexico. Operating separately, though often
cooperating, the brothers had large retail stores in
Albuquerque, Las Cruces, El Paso, and Chihuahua.
They also owned considerable tracts of real estate
in the New Town section of Albuqu erque where one
of them built the three-story brownstone Armijo Hotel (demolished in 1969) at Second and Central Avenues. They controlled vast ranches in southern New
Mexico and sent supply trains containing as many
as fifty, ten-mule freight wagons across the Santa Fe
Trail to Westport Landing in Missouri and into
northern Mexico on the Chihuahua Trail.
Born in Los Padillas, New Mexico in 1831, Nestor
Armijo was educated at the Christian Brothers School
in St. Louis, Missouri. He returned to New Mexico in
1853 in time to direct a great sheep drive to the
West Coast when 55,000 sheep were herded across
Arizona to the gold mining communities of California. In 1862 he opened his general store in Las
Cruces, a town which had been laid out in 1849;
and in 1878, at the age of forty-six, he fitted out his
mansion. In addition to the store , he had banking
inte rests in Las Cruces and EI Paso and owned the
large Tres Ritos Ranch north of La Luz, New Mexico as well as another in the State of Chihuahua. He
died in 1911 age eighty.
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On January 26, 1967 the Armijo Mansion was
designated a "Building Worthy of Preservation" by
the Dona Ana County Historical Society at its first
annual banquet held at New Mexico State University. This step was in the forefront of a movement
of historical preservation which is gath ering momentum in many parts of the Unit ed Stat es today. Such
community awareness and appreciation is encouraging and timely, and one ferventl y hopes that this
will be a prelude to making the mansion into a museum . It is in a splendid stat e of preservation so
that a minimum of rebuilding or restoration (always
a risky thing in terms of historical accuracy ) would
be required. Much of the furniture is still in place
and might possibly be available for museum purposes. Most remarkable and fortunate, however, is
the fact that a house of such architectural and histor ical importance to the area has been maintained consistently over the years: there is nothing like it in
all New Mexico where a few years of neglect renders an adob e structure a virtual ruin . The house
would make an extraordinarily interesting museum
and its presence on th e edge of th e new shopping
cent er would add a sure note of distinction to that
area which will otherwise continue to look like
merely one more example of the thousands of such
developments that dot the periph ery of American
cities. Furthermore it is high time that ew Mexican communities outsid e the capital city demand
and develop museums of their own.
- Bainbridge Bunting

NMA Ju l y-A u gust, 1972

"

Front Door

Th e Ne stor A rm iio house lcas
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New Mexico Arts Commission
Announces 4th Awards Program
Entries are now being solicited
for the New Mexico Arts Commission a w ar d s program. The
awards are given in two categories
as outlined below :
1) "AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE" IN NEW
CONSTRUCTION

In order to recognize significant and distinguished contri butions to the total environment,
the New Mexico Arts Commission and the New Mexico Society of Architects have established an annual Award for Excellence for new or recent construction.
The award will be present ed
to designers of structures which
have been built within the state
of New Mexico, and which enhance the environment for Man.
2 ) " AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE" IN THE
F I E L D OF HISTORIC
P R ES ERVA T IO N

It is an established fact that
the retention of the historical
records of man's achievement is
of immense value to present and
future generations. Historical
buildings, artifacts, and sites are
the visual catalogue of that heritage.
Accordingly , the New Mexico
Arts Commission and the New
Mexico Society of Archit ects
have established an Award for
Excellence in the field of Historic Preservation. This award
will recognize valuable efforts
in the preservation of significant
architecture, artifacts, or sites
of historical importance.
The New Mexico Society of Architects und ertakes to administer
these awards programs. Similar
awards in both categories will be
presented to the designers and
owners of the structures to be recognized. It is planned that copies
of the award certificates will be
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presented to those additional persons who have been instrumental
in the construc tion, design, or preservation of the recognized stru ctur e.
The nominations for either
award category are not limited to
architect designed buildings. Any
structure is eligible - a bridge, a
dam, a house, a bam , a site, or a
monument.
Nominations are solicited from
architects, engineers, planners,
landscape architects, historical societies, garden club s--any person,
or any organization.
Th e committee appointed by the
New Mexico Society of Archit ects
want s to see all that has been construc ted or preserved throu ghout
New Mexico which might warrant
consideration for these awards.
No rules or restrictions are placed upon the presentation of entries. It is nominations which are
solicited, not expensive and elaborate brochures. How ever, sufficient pictorial and docum entation
material must be submitted to explain the nomination to the jury.
Th e Deadlin e for Receipt of
Nominations is November 1, 1972.
Send to: George C. Pearl, Chmn. ,
115 Amherst, S.E.,
Albuquerqu e, N. M . 87106

DON'T FORGET!
A lA
WESTE RN M OUNTAI N
R E G I O NA L
CONFERENC E

A LBUQUERQU E , N. M .
OCTOBER 1B-2 1, 1972
NMA July-August, 1972

LETTER TO N MA
Dear Sir:
I am most grateful for the copies
of your magazine sent me at the
requ est of Bruce Poorbaugh.
Each issue contains articles of
historical as well as architectural
interest.
The article in the current issue
about the Predock residence is
fascinating. I remember very well
the original house as pictured at
the top of page 12, and I think
the complex as described must be
trul y exciting. I like the idea of
building "faith in the neighborhood ," and of appreciating the
ethnic patt erns existing there.
Imagine a large vegetable garden
in the core of the city, with a closed irrigation system! What a splendid addition this is to th e down town area of Albuqu erque!
And thank you with all my heart
for printing the article from the
W all Street Journal. The next to
the last paragraph is hilarious, telling th at the economy "must be
regulated in order to meet the proliferation of standards" . . . etc. I
am remind ed of a tongue-in-cheek
bit by A. C. Forrest, who wrot e a
few years ago in Presbyterian Life
somethin g quit e amusing.
I quote: "Church HQ personnel
are not going to fragm ent their
confrontation anymore; their recoordinated effort has been dyna mized to unleash the impulse that
will give impetus to their impact.
So an interdenominational and interbo ard committee will be set up
to seek represent ation from coast
to coast, in order to structure a total curric ulum in depth, designed
to unfractionate the message so
that all gospel-motivated and theologically orient ed persons of all
sociological strata may experience
the wholeness of the church."
Does th at remind you somewhat
of "Miltonic angels engaged in
high-minded conversation?"
Thank you again for sending me
New Mexico Architecture. I assure
you I enjoy every issue.
Sincerely yours,
Mary Jan e Masters ( Mrs. A. W. )

New
Emphasis
•

In

Interior
Design
by:

Ralph Warburton, AlA, AlP, Hon. AID
A paper presented at the Rocky Mountain/ California
South Bi-Regional Conference of the American Institute of Int erior Designers held in Santa Fe this past
April.
It is a pleasure to be he re tod ay to discu ss with
you some aspec ts of design relating to hum an need s
in th e int erior environme nt. It is worth reviewing
some facts in this regard, and I would like to begin
with some personal data.
During th e past seve n days 95% of my tim e was
spe nt in inte rior environme nts-lO% in transportation vehicles and 85% in buildings. Of the seve n da ys,
th e equiva lent of ab out 1 1/3 days were spe nt in
office environmen ts, 1 day in res taurant/ hotel en vironments, and a sma ll amount in religious, ed ucational, an d other spaces. But by far the largest amount
of time-about 32/3 days , over half the week-was
spent in residential space. And the awake time in the
res idential envi ronment was on a par wi th the office environme nt.
My son , age 11, currently spends about as mu ch
time inside the house though this pe rce ntage will
decrease in summe r and increase in winter. Mor e
imp ortantly, m uch research dahl' indicates tha t thc
environmental impact is stronger on child ren than
ad ults and thus th e des ign of his horne envi ron ment
is more important than th e design of mine for his
futu re d evelopment.
These p ersonal examples, far from scientifically
bas ed or universally indi cati ve, neve rthe less illuminat e th e gene ral American interior design situa tion.
'We spend half our tim e in resid ential int erior environments, and at least as much awake tim e in thos e
environments as in an y oth er space .
If our aim is to plan, build and maintain optimum environme nts- those that continuously promote
the ideal development of society- the n we must increasingly improve th e design of eve ryone's resid en tial int erior environme nt wh er e so mu ch time is spent.
In considerin g resid ential design , we mu st be
more substantially awa re of wha t is known ab out social and economic factors, incl uding futu re trends.
The potential rise in the standard of living over the

next 25 yea rs will have ,"! profound impact on housing
standards and objectives. Peopl e will expect b etter
acc ommoda tions more effectively related to th eir
need s. Ther e is some evide nce that , with more leisur e time, family centered activities will increasethus makin g new demands on resid ential space. The
Cologne Recomm endations! reflect some of th ese
fac tors.
Th e initial Cologne Recommendations on housing
space needs we re drawn up in 1957 at a joint meeting of the Committee for Family Housing of the Inte rnational Union of Family Organi zations and th e
Standing Committee on Rent an d Family In com e of
the Internati onal Fe de ra tion of Ho using and Planning . T he new 1971 recommendations we re simila rly sponsored, and prepared by a E ur opean working
pa rty of nine including two design professionals, a
pu blic hea lth expe rt, a building research institute
head, and - among th e two female members - a
mothe r of a large fam ily. The resulting sta nda rds envision a 22-23 % increase in minimum floor areas
ove r the ea rlier edition, as the 1957 recomm endations
have been excee de d in a majority of European countries .
F loor areas ar e ca tegorized using an "index for
family occupancy" under which 2/3 means 2 b edrooms for 3 persons ; 4/8 means four bedrooms for
8 persons ; etc. This is an advance since the explicit
recognition of occupancy characteristics encourages
housing development and management p lans having
a better relationship to user needs.
Several int eresting observations on interior space
are made in the standards development process. For
example : "As the occupations of th e members of the
family in the common ( living) room can be of comp letely differ ent and some times incompatible natures ( T.V. and hom ework for example) it is desirab le that th e living room can be divided into two
by a (s ound proof ) sep aration .. ." Furthermore:
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"The growing func tional and spatial individual needs
due to the increase of leisure time make a supplementary room desirable (T.V. , hobby, visitors ). A
room of at least 8 square meters (86 sq. ft. ) seems
indispensable (for units accommodating five or more
persons. )"
The recomm endations advocate larg er minimum
areas for kitchens and bedrooms than contained in
the H UD-F HA Minimum Prop erty Standards. Included in the kitch en wou ld be spa ce for occasional
meals or other household activiti es such as ironing
and sewing. Included in the par ents bedroom would
be space for a small cot for a young child; th e
children's b edrooms would include adequate spac e
for work and play, as well as for rest. Space requirements for sanitary facilities based on number of users are well developed.
Imp ortantly, the recommendations state : "The
first complement of each dwelling should be a space
in the open air with direct access from the dwellin g,
either a garden or ... a terrace or balcony, well
exposed to th e sun . . ." Consideration is also given
in a general way to pollution, noise, circulation, shopping, multipurpose community "clubs," and children's
playgrounds which will ". . . encourage th e formation of the small group." Th e publication wisely
warns that design for the progressive entry and adaptati on of the growing child into the overall environment needs higher priority.
As these recommendations indicate, the int ernal
residential environment must:
- suit the needs of all family members in proportion to its impact on them through th e
different stages of a family's life.
- satisfy the varied needs of work, leisure and
privacy at different times of the day , week
and year.
- be well equipped and easy to maintain.
Two current HUD activiti es relate importantly
to these goals. A report will soon be released which
discusses the relationship of Mexican-American living patterns to housing design." This multidisciplinary social science and design study, fund ed und er
the Operation Breakthrough program, was mad e by
Th e Institute for Personal Effectiveness in Children
of San Diego, California. Several of the findings will
be of interest:
- Despite their relative isolation from the dominant Anglo-American culture, and their lower
standard of living, Mexican-Americans ascrib e
to values in housin g that are very similar to
the apparent values of the population as a
whole. A house-a decent home-is the goal
of the Mexican-American, as it is with almost
everyone else in America.
- Wh en asked which of four cat egories (s urvival needs, safety and security, social and selfesteem ) were most important to them in housing conditions, the interest of the MexicanAmerican participants centered primarily on
self-esteem and pride.
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Th e following trends in the Mexican-American
life-styles have definite implications for housing: his full commitment to his identification
with his Raza (e thnic identity ); his future
orientation to the welfare of his children;
and his conception of himself as a member
of a poverty group, despite his own place on
the economic ladder.
- It was felt that housing plans and programs
should offer a wider range of alt ernatives in
housing styles and financing in ord er to accommodate Mexican-American cultural living
patterns and economic resources.
- Federal housing programs should incorporate
community involvement and participation in
all phas es, especially implementation, and
Mexican-Americans themselves, should decide
on the nature of such participation. Th ey
should be in the decision-making processes
by which resourc es are allocated to plan , design, and develop housing for Mexican-Americans.
Th e participation of Mexican-Americans in planning and developing housing would emphasize the
interrelationship of Mexican-American living patterns
with patt erns in housing design as expressed, for
example, in the following :
- Generosity toward extended family, immediat e community.
Large living room, dining room, kitchen (in
conjunction with each other ); large num ber of bedrooms; proximity to relatives.
- Life-focus on meal preparation, serving.
Large kitch en-eating area .
- Focus on family unity.
Single-family housing; family gathering area
within design ( family-room ).
Relianc e on individual resourc es.
Home ownership; participation in, and support of, self-help housing programs; resentment of welfare oriented programs.
Th ese findings with regard to one social group
indicate the rich potential for interior design in exploring th ese concern s in br eadth and developing
innovative new interior solutions.
I'm sure you are aware of our interest in better
furnishing s for low- and moderate-incom e families,
emphasized by the "Focus on Furniture" publication."
A demonstration study approaching the probl em is
now being negotiated with th e Greensboro, North
Carolin a Hou sing Authority as part of their implement ation for HUD of an improved housing management system. Thi s thr ee year study is plann ed to involve design, production, distribution, counseling and
financing to provide furniture for this income group.
Th e furniture will be purchased by the Authority
and sold to the residents at low interest rat es over a
5 year period. To be bas ed on preferences indicated
in a tenant survey, the work will be initiall y relat ed
to 270 family unit s and 217 units for th e elderly.
In fact , HUD has supported over 50 studies in
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the past five yea rs which are conce rned wit h eleva ting the state-of-th e-art in all the scales of design.
Incorporating the results of these studies and oth er
worthwhile approaches into our cities requires commitm ent. Certainly, our physical plan ning must conside r individual and personal need s and aspirations,
as they may be influ enced by- and influence- society. And , above all, good design systems to shape
our physical environment should increasingly come
to have the virtue of sub stantial continuity, at least
from int eriors to metropolitan pro gram s for urb an
growth.
Th e various levels of design and control form a
scaled "chain of contexts," or a system of conscious
systema tic efforts to improve the physical environment. Each level comes within the context of anoth er, while helpin g to shape the context of still anoth er. Th e int erface links be forged , joined and main tain ed unbroken through all our developm ent an d
red evelopm ent activities in ord er to achieve effective decision-making resulting in optimum environments.
Such a chain of contexts is often very effectively
weld ed by such over-riding conditions as stringe nt
environmental influ ences , primitive cultures, int ensive economic motivation, etc. Vestiges of these ar e
evident here in Santa Fe. But in most of our contemporary cities the valu es are multiple, complex
and diffus e, and genera te only limited ord er without stimuli.
Several of the outlined scales of quality have been
recognized in HUD-assisted work for some yea rs.
In the words of Secretary Romney: "We must design an d build envi ronmen ts that encompass the
func tiona l and uplift the spirit. We must stimulate
bro ad planni ng, sensitive urb an design and architectu re, and ap propriate overa ll construction stan dards for our assisted activities. We must also explicitly pro vide for an d encourage the developm ent of
the sparks of artful grea tness that can be instrumental in removing community apathy and inspiri ng
pride."
Th e biennial HUD Design Awar ds program, commen de d by the Congress, stimulates qu ality at Project and Urb an D esign scales, by giving public recognition to those HUD-assisted activities in which
three-dim ensional form of excellence appropriately
combi nes and expresses visual, social, and economic
values-including incorpora tion of new technology.'
Hundred s of en tries-a record numbe r-have been
received in the fifth biennial program, an d will be
judged by a multidisciplinary jury of distinguished
design pro fessionals including an interior designer.
Th e new HUD Community Arts pro gram stimulates th e incorporation of works of art in HUD-assisted activities. All artists, novices and pr ofessionals
have been asked to enter photographic examp les of
their work for public interior spaces, exterior pedestrian spaces, and large civic settings by May 31.
This work , suita ble for inclusion in H UD-assisted

activities, will be filtered by a distin guished art and
urb an design jury, aga in including an int erior designer, and a substantial publication of the selection s
will be availabl e. Th e top entries will be exhibited
at the Nation al Collection of Fin e Arts in Washington this summer.
Taken as a whole, the 1972 Design Award s and
Comm unity Arts winne rs will gene rally indi cat e a
practical frontier level of qu ality urb an developm ent.
But most communities have not achieved this level
of overall physical environment. Your continued help,
as citizens, designers and as an institute of professionals, is required in ord er to achieve a well designed environment for the future developm ent of
our society.
Thi s conference has already raised the conc ern
for your involvement as citizens. But I would like
to ask a qu estion relatin g to your role as designers .
It is up to you to develop challenging theoretical interior design concepts such as Bucky Fuller's scheme
for covering a city with a dom e and Gunnar Birkerts '
proposals for subterra nea n cities. Both of these ar e
interior design approaches, aren't they? Need ed , for
example, are interior conce pts for man in the West
which approach the grandeur of much of the exterior environment.
Further than this, th e American Institute of Interior Designers can emphasize the professions basis
- its intellectual background. We've heard yesterday
of the recent AlA policy statement on the exterior
environment, but have not heard a policy position
on the interior environment. How do we feel about
such things as interior air pollution, up-to-date performa nce-oriented building codes, including furnishings in residential or commercial mort gages, th e xray emissions and cru de picture resolution of some
TV sets, historic preservation , minim al space needs?
Th ese kinds of issues nee d to be addressed if the optimum developm ent of society for man is to be advanced.
I am sure that your increasing involvement-as
citizens, professionals and professional society- will
help to achieve the new levels of environmental quality in which we all can take grea t pride.
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serving New Mexico
and the EI Paso area
with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials
Modemfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Steel vmd Formica Toilet Partitions
Commercial Hardware
Modemcote Vinyl Wall Covering
Commercial Toilet Accessories
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

Builders Block & Supply Co.,Inc.

P. o. 80][ 1633
Roswell, N. M. 88201
505 622·1321

P. O. Drawer FF
Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 524-3633

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

P. o. 80][ 10284
Albuquerque, N. M. 87114
505 344.0851

Telephone
EI Paso
915 532-9695

Members: New Mexico Concrete

Association, National Concrete Masonry Association

People/Facilities/Change
Herman Miller's Action Office II is designed to
save space, reduce total cost and increase personnel efficiency. It's a facility concept based
on change. It welcomes change and includes
it in its original design concept. Revolutionary?
Yes. Yet it's a return to a common sense approach to the requirements of an office. You
are invited to see AOII in action at . __

•I

design interiors, inc.
5021 lomas blvd. n.e.
albuquerque, n. m. 87110
telephone 505-268-4307

INSULATING CONCRETE
by

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STONE CO.
.?J"oflh? l/ _ fff,u!aJ(ln/l . fiterjzen:Jtl e
_A~In,d (!Jailden/l .%ne . . . _
p,om d e !£xnd 0/ fffncJantment
l

3219 CLAREMONT AVENUE N. E.

2906 Broadway H.E. 87107 (505) 345-3621 _
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344-2611

"....wecan depend on delivery as promised. "
Delivery as promised. . . the key to making it in
any organized construction effort.
"TRUS JOIST service from a purchasing agent's standpoint is outstanding. Once an order is signed, we can depend
on both the representative and the factory to follow
through wit h delivery as promi sed .
G. D. McGregor, Bellamah purchasing agent said that .
And it's important to everyone. . . architect,
contractor, owner, purchasing agent.
Everyone.
II

Moon Medical Plaza
Albuqu erque

(j G

Cont ractor:
Dale Bellam ah Ent erprises
Architect :
Flato w, Moore Bryan & Fairburn

B.

·1 &CO. , Inc.

352 0 Pan American N.E.
Albuquerq ue - 505/ 344-8930

Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings -

(16 Colors)

Depicting the variety of colon of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.
An unlim ited number of textures and pattems can be developed with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, rak d,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flex ibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design.
Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region).

by
EL REY STUCCO FOG- KOT E SPRAY
(A Color Stabilizing Spray )

"ee Rey" Stucco Co.

110 Rutherford N. E.
P. O. Box 6122

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING LABORATORY
Sub-soil lnvestiqctlons
For Str uctural and Dam Foundations

ARCHITECTURAL
SYSTEMS CO PANY

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS
BUILDER'S HARDWARE
DEMOUNTABLE
PARTITIONS

La boratory Ana lysis and
Evaluation af Construct ion Mater ials
All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineen

532 Je fferson St. N.E. Phone AL 5-89 16
Phone AL 5-1322

P. O. Box 4101
Albuquerque
New Mexico

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Phone (505 ) 345-1208

Box. 3624
Albuquerque
345-3491
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Earl A. Boule
Gerald P. Shultz A.H.C.
Don Welker
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TOM L. DARWIN
COMPUTER PAYROLL SERVICES
WEEKLY PAYROLL - - (5 - 500 EMPLOYEES )
LABOR COSTS
QUARTERLY REPORTS
PAYROLL REPORTS
W-2 fORMS
2622 SAN MATEO N. E.
255 -9093

ALBUQUERQUE

87110
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We put an extra

into the bag to take
the extras out

oftheiob.
The extra we put into
the bag is specially
made ChemComp®
cement. We manufacture
ChemComp® in suc h
a way that ca lcium
su lfoaluminate will be
formed in the cement
during hydration.
Expansion in the drying
concrete cau ses tensile
stress in the reinforcing
steel which generates
compression in the
concrete. Then when
normal drying
shrinkage occurs, it's
neutral ized by the
compression.
The extras you ca n take

Ma n U1 1 RISISTA.N1 lAO

\

I

out of your job when
you use ChemComp®
include many commonly
employed shrinkage
controlling devices. And
in addition, you can
reduc e joint caulking
and sealing compound
requirements. Plus
you won't have to worry
so much about
waterproo f membrane s
and other s urface
sealants. And you'll still
have minimized
shr inkage crack ing.
The next time you plan
a job, think of the
extras . Think of
ChemComp.®
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The best year-round
comfort conditioning system
for multi-room buildings.

SINGER
CLIMATE CONTROL PRODUCTS

Incremental
Conditioner
Components

BARNETT 6' CO,
ALBUQUERQU E

Consider the decentralized heating/cooling system .
Incremental' Comfort Conditioning for office buildings. apartments,
hote ls, motels , hospitals.

•

The first major
breakth ugh
ineffective
wine storage

SERVING THE CONTRACTORS AND
BUILDING INDUSTRY OF
NEW MEXICO SINCE 1952

In 2000 years.
DON'T KILL
YOUR WINE
If you're proud of your
wine, don 't subject it
to this well-lit, steamhe ated, a ir - cond itioned
c iviliza t ion of ours.
The W ine Va ult is a
completely self- conta ined room with wall s,
floo r, ceili ng and door
lined with California
redwood .
It stores your wine in
total darkness at a
constant temperature of
53-57 on individual
redwood racks .
It's pre - fabr ica ted , fits
togethe r with patented
locking devices, and it's
easi Iy put together or
taken a po rt in half a n
hour .
If you' re proud of your
wine, invest in a wine
cella r any connoisseur
wou ld be proud of.
T he W ine Vaul t. GENUINE MARBLE CERAMIC TILE

N M M
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IMAGINATION IN PRECAST CONCRETE

ARCHITECTS ; CHANNELL GRAHAM AND JESSE PACHECO

Precast concrete is the basic material used in the
new Physics Laboratory and Lecture Hall
at the University of New Mexico.
The Physics Lab is essentially an underground
structure with plantings and lighting
effects planned for its roof .
Exposed aggregate precast panels of native stone
materials were used on the walls
and facia panels of the Lecture Hall.
. These structures are a prime example .of the
versat ility and adaptability of precast concrete.
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